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Annual Fire Department Picnic  

     The Annual Fire Department 

Picnic will be held on Saturday, 

July 4th.  They need lots of 

volunteers for games, booths, 

setup/take down, grass cutting, 

food preparation and serving, 

etc. Last yearôs picnic saw close 

to 500 people! 

     Please encourage everyone 

you know, or have even just 

met, to volunteer, so all can get 

involved and have fun!  

There will be a BBQ, childrenôs games and 

relay races, arts and crafts booths ($25 for owners, $50 for all others),  

a silent auction (donations are greatly appreciated to benefit the fire 

department), and lots of fun! 

If you would like to help, for more 

information, or to donate items for the 

silent auction, please call one of the 

volunteers below.  And watch the AIA 

facebook page for updates. 

Billie 862-8220; Kathy 862-8243; 

Joanie (arts & crafts booths) 862-8415; 

Carla 862-8440 (silent auction). 

June / July 

2015 

Meet at the  

firehouse at   

9:00am and work  

until  noon.  

Å June 27 Å 

Å July 25 Å  

Å August 22 Å 

Å September 12 Å  

2016 Elections 

Coming Up  
Two AIA Board of 

Director seats are to be 

filled beginning January, 

2016. 

If you are interested, 

send in a letter of intent 

by July 10th.  Ballots 

will be mailed in 

September. 

   (See page 4 for more info.) 

http://www.arrowhead1.org
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Arrowhead Improvements Association ñ Board of Directors 
 

Mike Wigent, President  ééééééé... aia1bod@gmail.com 

John Moseman, Vice President  é... jmoseman1102@gmail.com 

Al Hale, Treasurer  ééé.éééééééé. al.hale@live.com 

Kathy Krohn, Secretary  ........................... kkrohnaia@gmail.com 

Tim Carlson ééééé.éééé..... timcarlsonaia@gmail.com  

Curt Treichel ..................................... curt.treichel.aia@gmail.com  

Val Taylor ééééééé.éééé. val.taylor.aia@gmail.com   
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The deadline for an advertisement is the 15th of the month before the next  

bi-monthly issue. To place an ad please call Cappi Castro @ 970-260-3410 or 

email: aiasmokesignals@gmail.com / online order form  

 
NOTE:  I cannot guarantee ads placed that are emailed to my personal emailðplease use the email above. 

Arrorwhead1.org is the only official website for Arrowhead 

property owners (owners in Arrowhead in Gunnison Country 

Subdivision, also commonly referred to as Arrowhead or 

Arrowhead Ranch).  Smoke Signals is the only official publication 

of Arrowhead Improvements Association, Inc., the property owners 

association for Arrowhead in Gunnison Country Subdivision.  And 

ñArrowhead in Colorado (AIA)ò is the only official Facebook page.  

No other chat room, blog, forum, website, Facebook page or other 

electronic or written publication is supported, sanctioned, 

associated with or condoned by Arrowhead Improvements 

Association, Inc., and said Association is not responsible for their 

content.  

For current  

information and 

events be sure to...  

Notice 

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Law.  The Arrowhead Improvements 

Association and its publication ñSmoke Signals,ò will not 

knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is a 

violation of the law, either Federal or State.  

If you feel you have been discriminated against call the 

Colorado Civil Rights Division at 970-248-7329 or HUD 

303-844-6158 or 1-800-669-9777. 
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Dear Arrowhead Owners, 

Arrowhead has endured a rather lengthy and protracted mud season this spring. It seems our usual 

March and April snows arrived late this year in the form of rain and heavy snow. Hopefully when this 

Smoke Signals is posted the roads and lots will have dried out enough to allow our summer RV friends and 

neighbors and other summer residents to easily access their property. If you are unsure of conditions at your 

property, please call an Arrowhead friend, neighbor, or Arrowhead Patrol for information. 

 

I would like to thank Will Hobson and Ron Corder for their hard work, often times in the middle of 

the night, in keeping the Alpine in good shape, the parking lot clear of snow, the filing roads groomed, and 

the filing roads pushed free of snow when spring conditions allowed.  The board certainly appreciates their 

efforts!  When you see Will and Ron, be sure to thank them. 

 

At the May meeting(s) numerous items were discussed and acted on. For information in this regard, 

please read the draft minutes that are posted on the Arrowhead website.  One important item on the agenda 

was ownersô concerns over both summer and winter motorized vehicles not staying on the groomed roads 

and trails in the winter, driving above the posted speeds both summer and winter, and not respecting private 

property. These concerns are not only regarding safety, trespass and liability issues, they impinge on the 

beauty, esthetics and serenity that we all enjoy at Arrowhead. The board is developing a plan of education, 

signage, and enforcement to address these problems. Strategies to this end will be discussed at the June 

meeting. 

 

I would like to mention a few other items of community importance. The annual Fourth of July picnic 

will be on Saturday, the Fourth of July this year. Check the AIA website for picnic information. Please plan 

to attend this fun event for all Arrowhead owners, family and guests. We will once again have our monthly 

community clean up days. Please give us a hand! Check the website for dates and times.  Lastly, do not 

forget to contact Arrowhead Patrol for 

your fire pit permit and for your guest 

RV form (also available on line) if 

you plan to have RV guests this 

summer.  

 

I am looking forward to 

another beautiful summer on the 

mountain, as I know you are. 
 

 Sincerely, 

Mike Wigent    

AIA Board President 

aia1bod@gmail.com  Å  970-901-4867 
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Presidentõs Message 

Special Board Meetings  

(including work sessions)  

Usually start at 9am  

Board Meetings  

  Usually start at 2pm  

WǳƴŜ мф 
Wǳƭȅ мт 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ мп 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ му 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ мс 

WǳƴŜ нл 
Wǳƭȅ му 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ мр ϝϝ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мф 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ мт ϝϝϝ 

**Annual Owners Meeting & New Owners Meeting follows meeting.  

***Winter Owners Meeting follows meeting.  

Meetings are usually held at the Arrowhead Firehouse.  

mailto:aia1bod@gmail.com
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By Joyce Boulter 

2016 Elections are Coming Up  
At the May 16, 2015 AIA Board Meeting, the Election Committee announced 

that it is seeking candidates for the 2015 election.  There will be two 3-year terms to 

be filled beginning January, 2016. 

If youôre interested in serving your Arrowhead Community as a Board 

member, please send a letter of intent to the Election Committee in care of the AIA 

office, 101 N. Uncompahgre Avenue, Suite 4, Montrose, Co  81401 

(aia@arrowhead1.org) confirming that you would like to be a candidate and giving a 

little of your background and reasons for wanting to run for office. Your letter of intent to run must be 

received no later than July 10, 2015. 

Ballots for the 2015 election will be mailed September 30, 2015 and must be returned by November 

16, 2015. 

Property ownersô dues and/or assessments must be current as of the day before ballot mail-out in order 

to receive a ballot. 

According to the AIA covenants, owners shall be entitled to one vote for each site owned.  When more 

than one person or entity (Trust, LLC, Partnership or other form of legal entity), owns a site, then the owners 

must designate in writing the individual who will exercise their vote.  This designated personôs name must be 

on file at the AIA office by September 15, 2015 in order for your vote to count in this yearôs election.  Include 

the lot, block, filing and street address of the designated voter.  If the designation is already on file, and no 

changes have been made, it is not necessary to send in one for this year.  

It is time to get out and start cleaning and clearing.  Sometimes, we forget safety. 

 

Chain Saws 
¶ Know your chainsaw, READ the manual and understand its operation. 

¶ Personal protective equipment: 

Hard hat-use when falling timber.  The hard hat can also protect from saw kickback. 

Chaps-these are made for chain saw use and protect the legs from cuts. 

Footwear- cut and slip resistant boots should be worn when using a saw. 

Safety goggles, glasses-always wear eye protection when using saws of any type, especially chain saws. 

Ear plugs- necessary when using any loud equipment. 

Hand protection - gloves, especially leather, will protect the hands from cuts and weather. 

¶ Refueling ï Use care with storage and the refueling of gasoline operated chainsaws. 

¶ Use proper outdoor electrical cords and care that you donôt trip over cords when using electric power chainsaws. 

¶ Equipment Maintenance - Sharpen, lubricate and adjust the chain according to directions.  

¶ Always turn saw off after a cut and before setting it on the ground.  

¶ Use safe cutting techniques ï avoid cutting with the saw above shoulder height.  The manual will also outline safe cut-

ting techniques. There are several good web sites that give good information on chainsaw safety. 

¶ Remember, always ask first before you cut!  Bill Conway, our Forest Manager, can review your lot for defensible 

space and tree thinning.  

¶ Emergency reminder ï There is an emergency phone located in the winter parking lot and a phone at the telephone 

terminal about halfway down the Alpine.  Do not hesitate to call for emergency help.  Call 911 for medical or fire 

emergency.                                                                                                    Continued on back page. 

http://www.arrowhead1.org
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 Personnel:  

§ We have discussed the need to add reserve officers to assist both in special events and the holiday season. 

§  Patrol is limited to the availability of equipment resources.  

§ One idea is to ask for volunteers to help on a limited role to serve as reserve officers. 

§ The Board wishes to thank the Patrol for their work and efforts this past holiday season. 

§ A staff meeting will be held in June to coordinate efforts and responsibilities to assist both emergency 

agencies and local authorities.  

Equipment:  

§ We need to discuss and plan a deployment plan for placing strategic signage within the community to 

recognize the private property.  

§ The new sign-in boxes are almost complete.  

§ The Patrol has continued to take care of the equipment, and have been very responsive to the equipment 

needs. Thanks to each of you for this effort. 

Current Management issues: 

§ The Patrol continues to assist owners in their limited driveway openings. 

§ Owners are seeking to enter their lots earlier each year. We want to encourage owners to wait. Prematurely 

opening driveways can lead to waste of the Association time and resources, only to reopen again. Please 

wait for mother nature to work her magic.  

§ Increased traffic during our mud month requires more resources to fix damaged roads. 

§ Increase signage in problematic areas. 

§ In addition, a point of discussion will be shifting new owner information from the Patrol to the AIA new 

ñwelcome wagonò committee. 

Medical Emergencies & Law Enforcement Assistance:    
The Patrol has responded to 2 emergency calls since January. 

Incident Reports:   

Snowmobiling on private property continues to be a problem. In addition, several minor incidents were 

reported and the Patrol was able to make contact on most of those.  

Winter Parking Lot:  The winter parking area will be closed at the end of May. If you cannot get your 

equipment removed, please call the Patrol and inform them and make arrangements 

Complaints: Complaints continue on snowmobiling on private property and excessive speed.  

diggernick429@gmail.com  
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FIRE CHIEFõS REPORT 

By 

Jim 

Gelsomini  
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First Responder & Fire Fighter Monthly Training Sessions  
AVFD training schedule ï Second, Tuesday Fire Fighters; Third, Tuesday First Responders; (once a Quarter a  fourth, 

Tuesday, is set aside for collaborative training, Fire Fighters, First Responders, and Patrol). 
 

Volunteer Staff  
The department encourages anyone interested to become a member of the Arrowhead Volunteer Fire Department, no 

experience is necessary. The Fire Department will provide training in variety of potential scenarios unique to the 

Arrowhead environment. Members find it a rewarding way to serve the community and meet dedicated like-minded 

people on the mountain.  Please contact Jim Gelsomini at (970) 862-8456 or email me at avfdchief2014@gmail.com, if 

you are interested.   
 

Winter Vehicle Training Drives  
The Snow Cat with 500 gallon trailer in tow and medical snow mobiles continue monthly winter training by driving 

through the Arrowhead Community, confirming operational capabilities. 500 Gallon trailer skis have proven operational 

through the varying snow depths on the filing roads.             Continued on next page. 

 

 

  

 

Description April
YTD 

2015
Medical Aid & Motor Vehicle 

Accidents
0 3

Arrowhead Wildland (vegetation, 

brush)  Fires
0 0

Structure Fires (Commercial & 

Residential) 0 0

Interagency Assistance 0 0

32015 YTD Total 

Groups Resources
YTD Training 

Hours

YTD Training 

Sessions

Patrol 2 1.50 1

Awhd Dispatch 6 46.25 2

First Responder 15 90.75 3

Fire Fighters 19 122.75 2

AVFD Combined 42 261.25 8

2015 Training

http://www.arrowhead1.org
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https://www.facebook.com/SandovalConstructionllc
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     Fire Chief Report continuedé 

First Responder Training  
Arrowheads First Responder team will conduct a training session Tuesday March 17th, at the Fire House 

starting at 10am, demonstrating the new Med Sled device used for transporting patients up and down 

interior and exterior stairs and narrow passage ways. In addition to the hands on Med Sled training, the 

team will provide a practical training session for a variety of air splints used for all seasons.  

Returning to Arrowhead Cabin/RV Summer Readiness To Doôs 

For those who have checked their calendar and not necessarily the weather, yes, it is springtime in the Rockies complete 

with snow, and unbelievably summer is really just around the corner. With the changing of seasons comes the annual 

return of many to Arrowhead, returning to their cabins or RVôs. Whatever venue you choose to enjoy our unique 

environment, there a few environment and infrastructure items to check upon your return. While the list may not have all 

of the items to check, it provides a good start to observe the surrounding exterior/interior environments. 

1. Exterior 

Trees: A simple walk around the cabin/RV to observe trees/branches, which may not have survived the snow season, 

and present a risk of falling in the wind. While conducting your walk about it is an excellent time to look for trees 

impacted by beetles along with other critters. If you have questions on what to look for contact Bill Conway 

(Arrowhead Forest Manger) who has a great deal of experience and is happy to help you with questions.  

2. Propane tank (if present): When was the last inspection by a certified technician? Hoses - how old are they, is the 

exterior showing signs of stress? While your tank may not require filling you may want to contact your Propane 

Company and schedule an inspection. Items to check are operational, relief valve, main shut off valve at the tank, 

secondary shut off at the house. If two tanks are present, check the hoses and connection between the tanks. Check the 

ground area surrounding the tank, remove grass and replace with rock, reducing the potential for burning grass to 

ignite the tank fumes.                                                                                                              Continued on page 9.                                                                                        
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